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Indies Team Up to Chase Corp Biz

By Marshall Krantz
D GEZED
Date: Wednesday, June 1 2005 N
Human Resources Operations

The procurement craze that has gripped many companies has, in many cases, resulted in mandates to

Publication: Successful Meetings

limit purchasing by corporate meeting planners to just a few suppliers. As a result, independent suppliers

of meetings services are banding together like never before, in an attempt to win business from

: The|L nly $100K+ Jo
small Business corporations.
Solutlons z
Talking Tech
Business Credit Solutions Third-party planning firms in particular are finding they can better
Get a Credit Report compete for corporate business if they collaborate with the likes of =
Geta D&B D-U-N-S Number event registration companies, destination management companies, :‘
Monitor My Business Credit - C vt " . . ]
FREE TRIAL! and AV companies. "It's the wave of the future," explains Marilyn 1‘_‘_
Business Credit Advice Hauck, president of The Complete Conference of Sacramento, CA,
Business Credit Basics speaking about supplier collaboration. "We'll see a lot more of it,

Build My Business Credit especially with smaller independent planners." 8 Reasons to Pick

, iPhone Over Black-
Extend Credit to Customers Berry Storm (PC World)
Use My Credit to Get Loans

ti 1 li t joint Is t tential
Sometimes planners and suppliers present joint proposals to potentia - It's Not a Netbook,

corporate clients, but most often they subcontract with other suppliers so they can offer companies one It's a Windows
Mobile Terminal
contract and one point of contact. "It's like building a house—I'm the general contractor," says Christy (PC World)

Lamagna, president of Strategic Meetings and Events in Bernardsville, NJ. Lamagna, who planned 20 * Pure Digital Flip

meetings last year, maintains her own preferred suppliers, including an audiovisual company and a :“:’Icl:]\.?u::lid?ew iood
vendor of promotional merchandise. She also maintains preferred relationships with suppliers, such as "
= Review: MacBook

caterers, in destinations to which she often returns. "I leverage all the business from my clients so I can Air 1.86GHz
. . . . . (Macworid)
get bulk discounts from my suppliers," Lamagna explains. Lamagna passes along the supplier savings to
. - . = Top 7 Video
her clients—she takes a management fee for her work—which in turn allows her to submit more Games to Play
competitive bids. with Your Family
(GameGirl)
= Review: Wii Fit
Chris Pentz, whose Pentz Group Communications in Levittown, PA, focuses on medical meetings, says (Games.net)

the collaboration is beneficial: "I often partner with other independent planners. If the meeting is too big, Additional technology

. . . . articles and videos >
I'll need assistance, someone to manage registration or medical abstracts."

In addition, make sure to read these articles:

MPI White Paper Lauds Preferred Vendor Deals

Dallas — In its latest effort to turn corporate meeting planners from logistical managers to strategists, Meeting
Professionals International has issued a white paper advocating ......

MPI Position Paper: Embrace Meetings Procurement



Dallas -- Meeting planners should embrace corporate procurement practices for group travel rather than resist
inevitable change, contends the first position paper from Meeting Professionals ......

MPI Urges Planners To Embrace The New Reality Of...
Dallas — In a newly issued white paper, Meeting Professionals International's Global Corporate Circle of
Excellence encourages planners to embrace corporate procurement practices, and offers ......

Deloitte Brought Prominence To Mtgs. Mgmt. -

In 1984, the phrase "corporate strategic meetings management," save for a few exceptions, essentially was By
oxymoronic. Most corporations were still years or even decades from ......

Meetings Procurement, Event Registration Tech...
New York -- Two meetings technology companies, one offering procurement software and the other offering
event registration software, today announced a partnership aimed at corporations ......

The Art of the Deal
Fully half of our respondents feel that guest rooms will be even more negotiable in the coming year, on top of
their general consensus that ......

Toughest IT Challenges Demystified By Top...
FRAMINGHAM, Mass. -- IDG World Expo today announced that this year&apos;s Mac Networkers Retreat
will bring together the world&apos;s top Mac IT experts to ......

Wal-Mart's Dan Phillips to Speak at Upcoming Town...
Phillips is joining a stellar lineup of speakers at the upcoming 4th Annual Town Hall Symposium.

Squibb's Ridzon Dismisses ROI, Embraces...
A procurement-driven approach launched in mid-2004 has helped pharmaceutical giant Bristol-Myers Squibb
Co. save 10 percent of its corporate meeting spend by setting maximum per-attendee ......

BioDevice Partnering 2007, Zurich, Switzerland -...
CARLSBAD, Calif. & BRUSSELS, Belgium -- EBD Group (The leading partnering firm for the Life Science
Industry) - and Eucomed (The Voice of the Medical ......

'Surprise' Surcharges Shouldn't Be Much Of A...
It's not only energy surcharges that are vexing planners in their dealings with hotels. Unexpected hotel
charges of myriad types — and there are more ......

Final Call to Journalists for BioDevice...
EDINBURGH, Scotland & CARLSBAD, Calif. -- EBD Group, the organizer of BIO-Europe and BioSquare, in
partnership with Eucomed (The Voice of the Medical Technology ......

Faster Path To Requests For Room-Block Info
Two top-tier cities have implemented a system that tracks group room blocks and hotel occupancy levels in a
way that lets the CVBs there respond ......

Content Will Be King; Session Topics To Shift
It's widely held that the sour economy will continue exposing meetings to tight scrutiny by those determining
the value of attendance. There needs to be ......

Conference Program Released For 2nd Annual...
NORWALK, Conn. -- Technology Marketing Corporation (TMC) today released the complete conference
program for its upcoming VolP Developer Conference. The event is being held ......
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Untapped Savings Opportunities Abound in Meetings Spending According to New StarCite Survey.
New Whitepaper Shares Best Practices for Integrating Procurement, Corporate Travel and Meetings
PHILADELPHIA -- A new survey from StarCite, Inc. has revealed a wide gap ......

Corporate Meetings & Incentives Names Top 20 "Changemakers" in the Meetings Industry.
NEW YORK -- Corporate Meetings & Incentives([R]), a publication of Penton Media, will release its first-ever
list of the "Top 20 Changemakers" in the meetings ......

American Express Business Travel Launches First Electronic Arena for Negotiating Corporate Meeting
Venues.

NEW YORK -- Groundbreaking Web-Based Technology Supports Bid Negotiations and Helps to Bring
Meetings Procurement into Greater Alignment with Corporate Purchasing Best Practices American ......

Premium Content



Arizona Meeting Planners, Hotels Suffer Effects of Business-Travel Slowdown. '#
By Donna Hogan, The Tribune, Mesa, Ariz. Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News Nov. 14--Two years ago,
Tempe-based America West Airlines moved its scattered sales force to ...

THE WORLD OF CONFERENCE CENTERS.(Statistical Data Included) #
It's been said that much of the knowledge gained from a college or university degree is out of date within 36
to 48 months. That ...
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